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In Los Angeles, which is home to the largest
Iranian-American community in the United
States, there is great pride in the community’s
devotion to civic activism, philanthropy, and
entrepreneurship. | ask my colleagues in join-
ing me to wish all those celebrating Nowruz a
happy and prosperous new year.

RECOGNIZING ROBERT S. “BOB”
STRAUSS
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize Robert
S. “Bob” Strauss who passed away last
Wednesday, March 19 at age 95. Strauss was
not only a fixture in Dallas and Texas, he was
nationally revered as a close advisor to presi-
dents of both parties, from Lyndon B. Johnson
to George W. Bush.

Not only was Strauss politically valuable to
our nation, his personality was unforgettable.
Bob Strauss was personally influential and |
admire him greatly. Strauss’ weight on our po-
litical world today was extremely vast. His con-
tributions to Dallas and to Texas will not be
forgotten.

Strauss had early success as a graduate of
the University of Texas at Austin where he
campaigned for a state-assembly candidate
and volunteered for Lyndon B. Johnson’s first
congressional campaign. Strauss completed
his law degree at the University of Texas and
worked as a special agent for the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigations during World War Il. At
the end of the war, he and fellow FBI agent
founded the law firm Gump and Strauss which
later evolved into Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer,
and Feld. In law school, he met former Texas
Governor John Connally who helped Strauss
cultivate his political career.

Strauss served as the Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee between 1972
and 1977. Strauss has been credited for the
Democratic Party’s reunification that helped to
elect President Jimmy Carter in 1976. During
the Carter Administration, Strauss served as
the United States Trade Representative and
as Middle East negotiator. During the first
Bush Administration, he served as the U.S.
ambassador to the Soviet Union and subse-
quently as the U.S. ambassador to Russia.
Strauss played a major role for American in-
terests during the Soviet Union’s breakdown
and the emergence of a democratic Russia.
Strauss was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom by President Carter in 1981.

Strauss had the unique ability to serve
presidents and political leaders on both sides
of the aisle. His political astuteness and skill
are rare traits and will be fondly remembered.
| urge my colleagues to recognize and cele-
brate the life of Bob Strauss.

———

A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP JOSEPH P.
McFADDEN

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Bishop Joseph P. McFad-
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den, a distinguished former member of the
Philadelphia education and Catholic commu-
nity.

Bishop McFadden was born in Philadelphia
on May 22, 1947. Attending Catholic schools
for his elementary and secondary education,
Bishop McFadden was an involved and active
student. He then enrolled in Philadelphia’s
Saint Joseph University, where he matricu-
lated with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Politics. Bishop McFadden’s childhood and
education prepared him well to be a life-long
advocate for education in Philadelphia.

After teaching and coaching at West Catho-
lic Boys High School from 1969-1976, Bishop
McFadden entered Saint Charles Borromeo
Seminary. Ordained as a priest on May 16,
1981, Bishop McFadden continued in his pas-
sion of higher education. He received a Mas-
ter of Divinity, graduating Summa Cum Laude,
upon completing his studies at Saint Charles
Seminary.

Bishop McFadden served as an Honorary
Prelate to Pope John Paul Il for two years. In
1993, Cardinal Bevilacqua appointed Bishop
McFadden as the first President of Cardinal
O’Hara High School. As President, the Bishop
was vital to increasing the school’s enroliment
to 2000 students and initiating the program
“Laptops for Learning.”

Bishop McFadden began his service as a
pastor in Downingtown in 2001, until he was
appointed to be an Auxiliary Bishop in Phila-
delphia in June 2004. He was ordained to the
Episcopacy on July 28, 2004 and was named
the tenth Bishop of Harrisburg on June 22,
2010. Unfortunately, Bishop McFadden
passed away on March 2, 2013. His passing
is still mourned by the Catholic community.
This week, Bishop McFadden will post-
humously be given the Distinguished Catholic
School Graduates Award by the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia for his service to Catholic
School education in the state of Pennsylvania.

| invite you and all of my colleagues to join
me in commemorating Bishop Joseph P.
McFadden. May his legacy and commitment
be an inspiration to all of us in the years to
come.

COMMEMORATING ARTS
ADVOCACY DAY

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, entrepreneur
Steve Jobs once said, “It is in Apple’s DNA
that technology alone is not enough—it’s tech-
nology married with liberal arts, married with
the humanities, that yields us the results that
make our heart sing.”

| rise today to recognize National Arts Advo-
cacy Day and to stress the importance of arts
and arts education for advancing technology
and growing our economy.

| am proud to represent the lllinois delega-
tion of thirteen arts and cultural leaders on
Capitol Hill today, which include Ingenuity, a
group that works with Chicago Public Schools,
and whose mission it is to make arts edu-
cation available to every child in every school.

Students in the arts and humanities learn
how to explore, discover and innovate. Arts
education engages kids in school, promotes
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confidence and builds a foundation for suc-
cess for every student, but it also grows our
economy.

In lllinois, the non-profit arts and culture
sector generates 2.75 billion dollars and sup-
ports more than 78,000 full-time-equivalent
jobs. Additionally, lllinois is home to nearly
34,000 non-profit and for-profit arts busi-
nesses. These creative enterprises employ
more than 140,000 people in jobs that cannot
be outsourced.

| continue to be a proud supporter of arts
education, and I've consistently supported ro-
bust funding for the National Endowment for
the Arts—I encourage my colleagues to do the
same.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | was
absent due to illness and was not present for
rollcall votes on Monday, March 24, 2014. Had
| been present, | would have voted in this
manner:

H.R. 3060—A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
232 Southwest Johnson Avenue in Burleson,
Texas, as the “Sergeant William Moody Post
Office Building”—"yes.”

H.R. 1813—A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
162 Northeast Avenue in Tallmadge, Ohio, as
the “Lance Corporal Daniel Nathan Deyarmin
Post Office Building”—"yes.”

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONSERVATION
AND LAND PRESERVATION EF-

FORTS OF EAST BRADFORD
TOWNSHIP, CHESTER COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate East Bradford Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania on receiving the Grow-
ing Greener Communities Award bestowed by
Natural Lands Trust and the Chester County
Association of Township Officials.

East Bradford Township’s 30-year-old Open
Space Initiative, designed to protect natural
areas and connect them through a ftrail net-
work, has resulted in 6,000 acres of perma-
nently protected land, 16 parks, and 26 miles
of trails. In 2013 alone, the Township secured
county funding for conservation easement on
more than 80 acres of Township land, spear-
headed a volunteer effort to plant 750 trees,
commissioned stewardship plans for three of
its sixteen parks, constructed more than two
miles of trails, and organized the second an-
nual Trail Blazer Race, the proceeds of which
will be used to fund trail construction and
maintenance.

Mr. Speaker, in light of the community’s
long-standing commitment to conservation and
land preservation, and on the occasion of
being honored with the Growing Greener
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Communities Award, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in recognizing the outstanding
efforts of East Bradford Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania.

———

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF LAW 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. WILLIAM L. ENYART

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor an outstanding institution of higher edu-
cation in lllinois. Southern lllinois University
School of Law celebrates its 40th anniversary
this month.

We spend our time on the House floor dis-
cussing, debating, and voting on laws which
impact American citizens, while the faculty and
staff of SIU Law develop the next generation
of great legal minds.

With humble beginnings in 1973, that first
year began with 90 students and 8 faculty
members. SIU Law today is a nationally rec-
ognized institution with alumni practicing in 49
states and 11 countries. The school's 3,800
graduates include military general officers,
over 90 state and federal judges, and at least
one United States Congressman.

Please join me in congratulating my alma
mater, Southern lllinois University School of
Law, for 40 years of serving students. Go
Dawgs.

———

UNITED STATES ARMY SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS WILLIAM K. LACEY

HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor United States Army Sergeant First
Class William K. Lacey, or Kelly, as his family
wants him to be remembered, who was killed
in action on January 4, 2014 after a rocket
propelled grenade attack by insurgents hit his
unit in Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan. He
leaves behind his wife, Ashley, and his loving
family and friends.

Born at Eglin Air Force Base where his fa-
ther, Master Sergeant John H. Lacey, was sta-
tioned, Kelly spent most of his childhood in
Florida. He attended Niceville High School be-
fore joining the Army in 2003. While in the
Army, he attended Meridian Community Col-
lege and received an Associate Degree. Ser-
geant First Class Lacey was assigned to the
F Company, 201st Brigade Support Battalion,
3rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infan-
try Division, based in Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Kelly was on his second deployment to Af-
ghanistan, and he had already completed
three previous deployments to Iraq: the first a
5 month deployment, the second a 14 month
deployment and the other a year-long deploy-
ment. From April 2011 until March 2012, Kelly
served in Afghanistan.

From his earliest time in the Army, Sergeant
First Class Lacey was considered a great sol-
dier. Over his career he earned more than a
dozen honors including three Army Com-
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mendation Medals, four Army Achievement
Medals, three Army Good Conduct Medals,
two Afghanistan Campaign Medals with
Bronze Service Star and two Irag Campaign
Medals with Bronze Service Stars. For his
bravery in action, Sergeant First Class Lacey
was awarded a Bronze Star with combat dis-
tinguishing device “V”, two Bronze Stars and
a Purple Heart posthumously.

We remember Kelly and offer our deepest
condolences and prayers to his family. Every-
one in our great nation owes Sergeant First
Class Lacey and his family a debt of gratitude
for his selfless sacrifice and courage. It is vital
that we keep our men and women in uniform
who are in harm’s way in our thoughts and
prayers. | call on my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to remember Kelly and the many others
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fending our freedoms and all that we value as
a nation.

———

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
TECTING AIRLINE PASSENGERS
FROM SEXUAL ASSAULTS ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
introduce the Protecting Airline Passengers
from Sexual Assaults Act, a bill to require the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to col-
lect and maintain data on the number of sex-
ual assaults that occur on commercial air-
planes. At the moment, there are no real-time
statistics or documentation. As a result, we
cannot gain either the necessary information
to prosecute these crimes or the insights to
help eliminate them and improve complicated
onboard sexual assault investigations by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Passengers
expect that after going through extensive se-
curity at airports that they will be safe aboard
their flights, but a recent surge in reports of
sexual assaults occurring on planes suggests
otherwise. Those who staff flights and who
may witness these crimes should have guid-
ance as to how to proceed. Law enforcement
and the flying public deserve to have access
to data on sexual assaults that occur on
planes so that we can work towards pre-
venting these devastating crimes.

In recent years, there has been an increase
in reports of sexual assaults on flights in the
United States. Oftentimes, the survivors of
these crimes were asleep during part of the
assault, but were so afraid and shocked that
they did not call for help. In these cases, the
dynamics of surviving a sexual assault are
amplified. In order for the FAA and law en-
forcement to better gauge the extent of these
horrendous crimes that have taken place on
aircraft and to work towards prevention, data
on the number of sexual assaults needs to be
collected and shared with the public.

My bill would require the FAA to establish a
program to collect and maintain data on the
number of sexual assaults that occur on com-
mercial flights, including international flights
and domestic flights that land or take off in the
United States. Even more importantly, my bill
would require the FAA to make this data avail-
able to the public on its website.

Sexual assaults on airplanes are criminal
acts that elude police and prosecutors more
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than many other crimes due to a number of
factors, including fear on the part of the sur-
vivor, lack of witnesses, and a lack of edu-
cation on how to respond to such acts. We
need to know where the source of the surge
is. This data is also very important because
the public deserves to know that such inci-
dents have happened.

| urge support of this bill.

————————

CELEBRATING THE BOYS & GIRLS
CLUBS OF AMERICA

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2014

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the important role that the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America play in communities across
the country. This week, in celebration of Na-
tional Boys & Girls Club Week and to highlight
their successes in the areas of academic
achievement, good character, citizenship, and
healthy lifestyles, representatives from Boys &
Girls Clubs will be here in Washington for their
first annual Boys & Girls Clubs Day of Advo-
cacy.

Mr. Speaker, | was a member of the local
Boys Club in my youth, as were many others
who have served in government and as lead-
ers in our economy, the law, the arts, the
sciences, education, and the military. Like
mine, their Boys & Girls Clubs experiences in-
stilled lessons about citizenship, character,
and both personal and social responsibility
that continue to guide them today in their ca-
reers and in their service to our country.
Those who participate in the Clubs today are
given the opportunity to learn about their
country, community, and the world, to develop
positive behaviors that nurture a healthy life
and outlook, and to challenge themselves as
future leaders.

Every year, | am proud to join the Boys &
Girls Clubs for their annual gathering, where |
have the opportunity to meet those who are
named Youth of the Year finalists and hear
about their service projects and their aspira-
tions for the future. | look forward to joining
them again this year to reflect on my own ex-
periences as a Boys & Girls Club alumnus
and to meet the next generation of leaders for
our country.

Frederick Douglass, from my State of Mary-
land, once said: “It is easier to build strong
children than to repair broken men.” This con-
tinues to be the guiding principle behind the
Boys & Girls Clubs of America. It is more than
an organization; it is a movement to inspire
young people to recognize the potential in
themselves and the contributions they can
make as members of their communities, as
citizens of our country, and as citizens of the
world.

| join once again in saluting the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America for the extraordinary work
they do across our country every day. | hope
my colleagues will join me in thanking the or-
ganization and in sending a strong message
of support for our Nation’s youth.
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